	We create therapeutic sanctuary for children from hard places, one home at a time, one child at a time.


	

	Caring Family Network
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Greetings! 

 

Welcome to the first edition of the CFN Newsletter.  We are very excited to share news from each CFN branch:  Austin, Brownwood, Kerrville and Killeen.  If you have exciting news or pictures that you would like to share, please email news@cfntexas.com.  
 
As always, THANK YOU for being a part of our family.  THANK YOU for creating therapeutic, healing sanctuary  for every child in our care!  YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!   
 
Let me leave you with this quote from a child in care: 

 

"I have been in foster care for 1 year, in that year I felt like my world had come to an end and that I had no meaning in my life, but with the help from people that worked with me I have found out differently...without them I wouldn't have come to the conclusion that I am special and that I am am person who deserves to be loved."
                                                                                           --Beatrice, Age 16

 

Peace, Love and Light

Stacy
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Austin News 
 

PUMP IT UP!!!
The foster FAMILY quarterly was a huge success! The meeting was held at Pump It Up, where the kids played in an inflatable playground while the parents met with CFN staff. Pizza was donated by BJ's Restaurant, a long-time CFN supporter. The CFN backpack drive, which allowed sponsors to purchase backpacks filled with school supplies for each grade level, produced enough backpacks for each child in CFN care, as well as each family's biological and adopted children! This fundraising event pleased both parents and children: parents were saved the dreaded school supplies shopping trips and the kids were able to start the school year with stylish new backpacks. A big thanks to everyone who helped make the foster FAMILY quarterly and backpack drive so successful! 
_________________________________________________________
 

[image: image4.jpg]


Brownwood News--Permanency, Picnic and Fellowship!! 

 The new Brownwood office has been buzzing with excitement since we opened.  First, we would like to welcome our two newest families, the Collards in Glen Rose and the Aguero family in Eden.  We look forward to helping you make a difference in the lives of our children.  
 At CFN, permanency is the goal for all of our children.  We would like to congratulate and thank the Norway's for adopting Trinity.  We would like to thank the Collard's for providing permanency to two teenage boys!   We also look forward to upcoming adoptions in the Goulart home.  

 
Fellowship with families is something that our Brownwood office takes great pride in.  Our families recently enjoyed a summer picnic full of great food, lots of laughter, door prizes and backpacks for each child.  Thank you to the Collard's for their donation of food and thanks to the Davis's for slaving over the hot bbq pit.  We also had our September Quarterly meeting.  Thanks to Tina Adkins, with STAR Health, for a great training on foster children and attachment.  
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 Kerrville News 

 

Kristie Palmer is the newest employee with the Kerrville Branch of  Caring Family Network.  She is our "everything person" otherwise known as Case management support/Office manager.  She lives in Kerrville on 5 acres with her husband Lendon and two sons, Devon (15) and Avery (2).  They have three dogs and two cats.   Kristie has traveled most of the United States and to Europe with her  family.  She has a Bachelor's degree in Communication and an Associates degree in Graphic Arts.  When not working, she and her family are always outside clearing the land, doing small home improvement projects, walking the dogs or entertaining teenagers.  She says she sought out a position with this agency for several reasons, but most of all to have a fulfilling and rewarding career.  Based on her competence, team spirit, and excellent work ethic (not to mention her wicked sense of humor) we think she fits right in and will be very happy with CFN!  
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  Killeen News  

 

Killeen staff are busily preparing for our Fall Festival which will be taking place on Saturday, October 17th.  The celebration will be held at the Harker Heights Activities Center located at 400 Indian Trail Drive 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.  We are planning a fun filled day for our foster/adoptive families. Activities include Moonwalk/Bounce House, Carnival Games, Face Painting, and Arts & Crafts.  There will be prizes for the children.   Come join us for this exciting event! 
Placement issues
Recently we have heard many concerns regarding placements or the lack there of.  This is a situation that occurred in our Kerrville office last week.  This is a snap shot of placement issues all of our offices are dealing with.

 

We worked 2 days on placing a sibling group of 7 to be split between 2 CFN homes.  Five younger siblings to go to a home with 3 stable children in it, and a teen mom with a 4 month old to go to another CFN home.  We tried tirelessly on Friday to arrange a weekend visit with the foster parents.  NO WORD from the CPS caseworker.  CPU was frustrated too since placement had to happen by the following Tuesday.  Finally, CPU called at 2:00 on Friday.  We made arrangement for children to be transported to a shelter in San Antonio so foster parents could visit the children at the  shelter.  If a good match, then CFN and the family would have a short pre-placement visit at the house, then official place the children in the foster home. All agreed, including the state caseworker.  
 
Before we knew it, CPS secured 2 different placements for 5 of the children.  These 5 would now be placed in 2 homes with 2 different agencies.  CPS still wanted our home for the oldest sibling and her baby.  Now the State has 7 siblings placed in 3 homes with 3 different agencies.  Of course, best practice tells us that placing the 7 children in 2 homes with CFN would be better for the children.  Abiding to our standards of best practice and protection of our families and children, there was no way we were going to put 5 unknown children into a stable foster home with 3 kids already living there without a pre-placement visit or at least the foster parents meeting the children at the shelter.  These amazing parents were willing to drive to Victoria over the weekend to meet these kids, determine the best course of action for their family and hopefully place the five children in their home before the Tuesday deadline. It seems that CPS chose to take the route of convenience.  
 
All this is to say, MAKING PLACEMENTS is very difficult right now.  It's first-come-first-serve, without regard for best-practice.  And I say, CFN still has to do what is in the best interest of our children and families.  Had our home not had 3 children in it, I probably would have allowed emergency placement of the 5 kids.  But as it is, we made the best decision.  We lost 5 placements yesterday because of it.  It wasn't for lack of trying on our part.   
 
 
Lisa Martin, LPC, LMFT, LCPAA
Branch Director
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The Zilker Relays and Backpacks!
Caring Family Network was the proud beneficiary of the Zilker Relays this year.  Not only did we have several volunteers from each branch, we also had five employees walk/run in the relays.  The Zilker Relays is an annual event that takes place at Zilker Park in Austin, TX.  The Zilker Relays are a unique, fun-filled evening of entertainment. Centered around family, it included a free concert in the park as well as cold drinks and free dinner provided by an Austin Original - Tacodeli. The race consisted of four-person teams who united to race, jog or stroll around the perimeter of Zilker Park. Caring Family Network looks forward to being a part of the Zilker Relays in the upcoming years!  
 
Backpacks, backpacks, backpack!  WOW!!  We did it!  Through the hard work of many CFN employees, we raised nearly $7000.00 in backpacks this year.  We are pleased to announce that we reached our goal of over 300 backpacks.  Every child--foster, adopt, and biological--received a backpack and school supplies to get ready for the new school year.  

 

Next time you see CFN staff, take the time to pat them on the back or give them a high-five for the work done at the Zilker Relays and for the backpack/school supply drive.  
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Walk Me Home...to the Place I Belong
Walk Me Home...to the Place I Belong is a fund-raising and awareness event for foster care in America.  Walk Me Home is a great way to support the over 513,000 children in foster care. This year thousands of walkers will participate in Walk Me Home events across the country, raising funds to support the life changing programs and activities of foster care associations throughout the United States. Walk Me Home is a 5K (3.1 mile) walk that almost everyone can do.  Last year, the Austin Walk Me Home event raised over $10,000.  This money was used for scholarships for foster, adopted and biological children.  
 
This year the event will be held on October 24 at the Texas Baptist Children's Home in Round Rock.  In addition to the walk, a morning of fun activities are planned.  Please join us in celebrating foster and adoptive families across America.  

 

Walk Me Home is put on the the National Foster Parent Association and the Texas Foster Parent Association.  For more information go to walkmehome.org or contact Stacy Bruce at 512-719-3222.  


	
	 

Congrats to the following families celebrating their anniversary with  CFN!
 

Bernice Jackson - 12 Years!!! 

 

John and Shirley Shaddock - 10 years!! 

 

Dorothy and Debra Griffin

- 9 Years!! 

 

John Carl and Susan Smith - 8 years!!

 

Larry and Linda Henson - 2 years!

 

Lynn and Alice Poole - 2 years! 

 

Ben Meissner and Abby Smetana - 1 year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quick Links
cfntexas.com 
 
www.fosterclub.com

www.fosterparentcollege
com

www.tffa.com

www.walkmehome.org

 





	 

 

Upcoming Events
 

October 7

Wendy's Community Night--Killeen  Wendys will donate 10% of all proceeds of sales from 5:00 to 8:00 pm to Caring Family Network.  ONLY at this location in Killeen:  

2008 E. Central, TX Expressway
Killeen, TX 76543
254.526.3507

October 8
Main Event - For $20/person, they will get all-you-can-play bowling, billiards, laser tag, rock climbing, glow golf, and a $10 game card; $5 of each package will be donated to CFN (I have fliers, but I will also have a table set up at the entrance the night of the event, so people can pick up a flyer at the door); from 5:00 - 9:00 PM Main Event
 

October 17 
Killeen Fall Festival - Harker Heights Activiy Center.  11-3.  Come out to enjoy a day of fun filled family activities!
 
October 22
Fuddruckers Benefit Day - 15% of proceeds associated with our flyer will be donated to CFN (all day event - includes lunch and dinner) - all Austin Fuddruckers are participating!  You must go to the CFN website cfntexas.com and print the coupon.  They are available at the Austin office as well.
 

October 24
Walk Me Home...to the place I belong. 5K walk to raise awareness and funds for foster children.  Put on by the Texas Foster Family Association.  1101 North Mayes, Round Rock, TX at the Texas Baptist Children's Home.  For more information, contact Stacy at 512-719-3222 or go to  walkmehome.org 

 

November 22
Blind Side opens.  This movie is based on a true story.  Michael Oher, a homeless African-American youngster from a broken home, is taken in by the Touhys, a well-to-do white family who help him fulfill his potential. At the same time, Oher's presence in the Touhys' lives leads them to some insightful self-discoveries of their own. Living in his new environment, the teen faces a completely different set of challenges to overcome. As a football player and student, Oher works hard and, with the help of his coaches and adopted family, becomes an All-American offensive left tackle.  It features Sandra Bullock and Tim McGraw
See trailer: http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/1810088176/trailer
 
"A hundred years from now, it will not matter what kind of car I drove, what kind of house I lived in, how much money I had in the bank...but the world may be a better place because I made a difference in the life of a child." 




